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Panel Abstract
The aim of this panel will be to expose our analysis about the expansion of the forms of the 
medieval urban government and forms of political and social organization from the centers of 
power to the peripheries of the Peninsula, located in the townports of the maritime borders of 
the kingdom of Castile. The relationship between the center and the peripheries was based, 
on the one hand, on the transfer of given models, such as the charters of Logroño, Sahagún 
and Estella, but also, on the other hand, on the constant modifications and adaptations to 
local needs and conditions during the Late Middle Ages, which represented a new urban gov-
ernance model of a “polycentric nature”. These processes led to the formation of new forms 
of urban governance in the Peninsula peripheries, in which the ports were a model at local 
and regional level. We will expose the similarities and differences in the development of the 
governance of the medieval town-ports in the peripheral regions of Northern Peninsula in 
relation to those of the interior and if they were the result not only of common models, but 
also of the similarities between local political, social and economic conditions between the 
town ports of the European Atlantic facade in the Middle Ages from a political, economic and 
legal perspective.
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Politics and governance in the town-ports of 
Northern Peninsula in the Middle Ages
JESÚS ÁNGEL SOLÓRZANO-TELECHEA (University of Cantabria)

Abstract
Speaker will expose the analyses of the politics and governance in the town-ports of Northern 
Peninsula in the Middle Ages
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Naval Commerce Institutions in the Biscayan Gulf: 
the familial companies at the end of the Middle Ages
JOSÉ DAMIÁN GONZÁLEZ ARCE (University of Murcia)

Abstract
Speaker will expose the analyses of the naval commerce Institutions in the Biscayan Gulf and 
the familial companies at the end of the Middle Ages
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Legal instrumentation in Asturian town-ports at the 
end of the Middle Ages
MARÍA ÁLVAREZ FERNÁNDEZ (University of Oviedo)

Abstract
Speaker will expose the analyses of the legal instruments in Asturian town-ports at the end of 
the Middle Ages
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